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Digital Accessibility
Understanding auto-tagging of PDF documents
Posted by: 
AbleDocson  februar 22, 2023 from USA




When it comes to accessible PDFs, you hear a lot about document being tagged. With PDF remediation being time-consuming, it’s easy for someone to be tempted to auto-tag a PDF instead. However, this won’t make your PDF accessible the way you think.




Let’s dive in and take a closer look at this.




What’s a tagged PDF?




Let’s start with the basics – what is a tagged PDF? Essentially, a tagged PDF refers to a type a PDF that has something called a tags tree, similar to HTML, that provides and defines the structure of the document.




Why is tagging a PDF important?




When you properly tag a PDF, you’re providing the document with structure. This structure, in turn, become accessibility markups that, when they’re properly applied, can help optimize the reading and usability experience for people using assistive technology, like screen readers.




What does it mean to auto-tag PDF documents?




In Adobe Acrobat, there’s a feature that allows you to auto-tag a document that doesn’t have a tags tree already associated with it. However, Acrobat wasn’t designed to be an accessibility tool; it’s a publishing tool. That means that the auto-tagging tools aren’t advanced enough to fully tag a document to make it fully accessible.




Can PDF documents be automatically tagged for accessibility?




The short answer is no, you can’t automatically tag PDF documents for accessibility.




While auto-tagging can be used as a starting point, it doesn’t fully remediate your document. You still need to manually fix it manually to ensure the accuracy of the tags along with resolving any errors within it.




For example, Acrobat can’t interpret variations in styling throughout the document, so it may tag everything with the same structure, when in fact, they are different.




The Adobe AutoTag feature is just the start of a longer process to meet any of the accessible standards, including Section 508, WCAG 2.1 and PDF/UA.




Additionally, Acrobat’s Accessibility Checker only looks for the basic accessibility checkpoints within a document, like:




	Images having alternative text
	Heading levels for navigation
	Document properties
	And other basic settings





It doesn’t actually certify that files are fully accessible and meet the official standards.




Understanding Adobe Acrobat’s tag tree after auto-tagging




We’ve already flagged that using Acrobat’s auto-tagging feature won’t provide you with an accessible PDF. But why? In theory, it’s providing the structure required for a document to have some navigation. So, why isn’t that enough?




Well, because Acrobat isn’t inherently an accessibility tool, it doesn’t tag properly. It makes assumptions within its auto-tagging, which can lead to the document still not being accessible.




When it comes to text, it can be lumped in with an image if there is one close to it. You see this a lot with letterhead, where the text within the letterhead is combined with the logo, making the overall tag a <Figure> tag instead of a <P> tag.




Additionally, some text boxes get tagged as images instead of the text itself being tagged properly. Since Adobe’s AutoTag function doesn’t have optical character recognition (OCR) capabilities, there’s no way for the auto-tag to fix this issue. Someone would have to go in manually and fix the issue.




Another issue relates to headings within the document. Since Acrobat’s AutoTag feature doesn’t have a discerning eye for what level headings should it, it just assumes, and is typically incorrect with its assumptions. For example, based on size, it may make something an <H3> tag instead of an <H1> tag.




Lists provide another issue with auto-tagging. For example, despite lists having bullets, the bullets themselves are typically not tagged properly, and thus not used. For someone using assistive technology, they will be given a string of works without understanding the relationship, because the list tagging is incorrect.




These are just a few of the most common issues that occur with auto-tagging in Adobe Acrobat. But as mentioned earlier, it can be a starting point for remediators when they’re working on a document. It just can’t be the only step.




PDF Tagging Software




While Adobe Acrobat’s auto-tagging feature won’t give you a fully accessible and compliant PDF, the program itself can help you achieve that outcome with manual remediation.




Using Adobe Acrobat Pro, users can follow various guides to create accessible documents and remediate any issues that pop up. They can test for issues using ADScan which will give users an Accessibility Detail Report, and point out any accessibility issues within the document.




Not sure where to begin with tagging? AbleDocs’ ADTraining can provide you with one-on-one or group training opportunities to walk you and your team through making a PDF accessible, including testing and fixing issues that are flagged.




If you’re using Adobe InDesign to create your documents, you can use the MadeToTag plug-in to prepare your InDesign documents for export as accessible and tagged PDF files.
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International Web Accessibility Standards
Posted in News, Web Accessibility by AbleDocs on  april 10, 2023 from USA



Web accessibility standards are guidelines that help ensure that websites and digital content are accessible to individuals with disabilities. These standards are designed to provide equal access to information and…


International Web Accessibility Standards Continue Reading

	




The Cost of Digital Inaccessibility: Navigating AODA Compliance by 2025
Posted in Digital Accessibility by Jeff Mills on  oktober 26, 2023 from Toronto, Ont., Canada



In Ontario, the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA) stands as a beacon, emphasizing the crucial role of making online spaces inclusive for all. But what happens to organizations…


The Cost of Digital Inaccessibility: Navigating AODA Compliance by 2025 Continue Reading

	




Visual reading assistance with iOS
Posted in Digital Accessibility, Disability Awareness by Jeff Mills on  februar 16, 2023 from Australia



Hello readers, My name is Ryan, and I was born with a rare genetic eye disease. Amongst other things, this causes issues with reading small print. With assistive technology and…


Visual reading assistance with iOS Continue Reading
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